
'we look before and after
and pine for what is not'

{_n´ojv Ihn ]n._n sj√nbpsS 'Ode to a Skylark' F∂
IhnXbnse hcnIfmWv apIfnep≤cn®Xv. AXns‚ Bibw
Cßs\bmWv: ""a\pjy≥ ̀ mhnsb Ipdn®v DXvI-WvTmIpe\pw,
Ign™pt]mbXns\ Ipdn®v Nn¥n®v hnjan-°p∂h\pw
Hcn°epw e`ya√mØXns\ AXnbmbn B{Kln°p∂-
h\pamWv.''

`uXnIXbpsS \izcXbn¬ Xf®n´ Hcp kaqlØn-
s\Xnscbp≈ ]cnlmk hm°pIfmWnh. imkv{Xhpw
kmt¶XnIhnZybpw F{X ]ptcmKan®n´pw a\pjy≥ Ct∏mgpw
ImeØns‚ XShdbnemWv. ̀ qXImesØ ]nghpIsf Hm¿Øv
hne]n°p∂p. C∂seIfnte°v Xncn®pt]mIm≥ C\n km[ya√
F∂v Xncn®dn™n´pw Ign™ImeØv km[y-amIpambncp∂
icnIsf NnIs™SpØv \nehnse PohnXsØ
Akzÿam°p∂p. C∂seIfnse ]nghpIƒ ASnsX‰mØ
\msfbpsS tKmhWn°v IcpØv ]IcpIbmWv th≠Xv. `mhn,
AXv CXphsc FØnbn´n√. FØptºmƒ AXn¬  \mw
D≠mIpsa∂v Dd∏pan√. F∂mepw a\pjy≥ hcm\ncn°p∂
ImeØnse kwL¿jßsf ap≥Iq´n A\pam\n®v Ct∏mtg
a\ v hnjan∏n°p∂p. Hm¿°pI, \jvSs∏Sp∂Xv ̀ mhns°m∏w
h¿Øam\hpw IqSnbmWv. \mw A\pam\ns®SpØ kwL¿-jß-
ƒ hcpw Imeßfn¬ \mw IcpXnbXnepw Ffp∏Øn¬ \St∂-
°mw. At∏mtg°pw A\mhiy am\knI hnjaw \sΩ
\nXytcmKnIfm°n am‰nbn´p≠mIpw. hnizmk Zu¿_eyamWv
Cßs\bp≈   Aÿnc a\ pIƒ°v ImcWw. ̀ qXImeØn¬
kw`hn® ]nghpIƒ°v £am]Ww \SØn _m°nsb√mw
ssZhØne¿∏n®v Pohn®m¬ ChnsS kam[m\hpw adp temIØv
hnPbhpw km[yam°mw. As√¶n¬ Ccp temIhpw \jvSs∏´
lX`mKycn¬ \ΩpsS PohnXhpw Xf°s∏Spw.

ZpxJhpw kt¥mjhpw CSIe¿∂ Cu PohnXØn¬
kºq¿WX Is≠Øm≥ a\pjy\vv km[ya√. AhnsSbmWv
adptemIØns‚ km[yX°v \ncoizchmZnIƒ hsc kΩXw
aqfp∂Xv. `cWIqSØns\m∏w \oXn \ymb hIp∏pw IqSn
A\oXn°v thKX Iq´ptºmƒ CcIƒ°v \oXn e`n°p∂ Hcp
temIw km[yamIWw. Zmcn{ZyØnepw sshcq]yØnepw ]nd∂p
hoWv AXneqsS Xs∂ Pohn®p Xo¿Øh¿°v ap¥nb Hcp
PohnXw e`yamIWw.

`uXnI PohnXw Hcp ]co£WimebmWv. hnip≤
Jp¿B\nse kqdx A¬_Jdbn¬ Hcp hN\ap≠v. AXns‚
Bibw Cßs\bmWv: ""i{Xp°fn¬ \n∂p≈ ̀ oXn sIm≠pw
hni∏v, kmºØnI \jvSw, {]nbs∏´hcpsS acWw,

AkzØ a\Êv bphXsb hr²cm¡p¶p
]gh¿KßfpsS A]cym]vXX F∂nh sIm≠pw
\nßsf Rm≥ ]co£n°pw, CXn¬ £an°p∂-h¿-
°v hnPbap≠mIpw.''

h¿Øam\ImeØv {]tXyIn®pw C¥ybnse
apkvenwIƒ `oXnZamb Hcp `mhnbnte°mWv D‰p-
t\m°p∂Xv. C\n BcpsS AcpXmbvaIsf sIm≠m-
Wmthm atXXc `mcXØns‚ amdnSw H∂v IqSn
hnIrXamhpI.

DtZymK XeØnepw cmjv{Sob XeØnepw
apkvenw hncp≤ at\m`mhap≈h¿ ]nSnapdp°p-
tºmƒ \oXn \ntj[n°s∏SpI kzm`mhnIhpw, \o-
Xn \S∏nemhpI Akm[mcW kw`hamhpIbpw

sNøp∂p. Hcp hnizmkn F∂ \ne°v icocsØ
BfllXybnte°v hens®dnbp∂ Xo{h\ne]m-
Snte°v \oßpI km[ya√. hnizmkØne[n-
jvTnXamb {]h¿Ø\hpw {]m¿Y\bpamWv
i{Xphns\ AXnPbn°m\p≈ GI am¿Kw.

 Xo{h \ne]mSpIƒ H∂ns‚bpw ]cnlmca√.
IqSpX¬ i{Xp°sf krjvSn°t\ D]Icn°q.
A√mlphns‚ ImcpWysØ kw_-‘n®v Bi
h‰mXncn°pI. Xo¿®bmbpw Htcm cm{Xn°v tijhpw
{]`mXap≠v. Ccp´ns\ ̀ bs∏tS≠Xn√. cmhns\bpw
]Iens\bpw krjvSn®h\pw ]cn]men°p∂h\pw
IpsSbps≠¶n¬ \ncmitcm Akzÿtcm
BtI≠Xn√.
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ZpxJhpw kt´mjhpw CSIeÀ¶ Cu PohnX¯nÂ k¼qÀWX Is¯m³
a\pjy\vv km[yaÃ. AhnsSbmWv adptemI¯nsâ km[yX¡v \ncoizchmZnIÄ
hsc k½Xw aqfp¶Xv. ̀ cWIqS¯ns\m¸w \oXn \ymb hIp¸pw IqSn A\oXn¡v
thKX Iq«pt¼mÄ CcIÄ¡v \oXn e`n¡p¶ Hcp temIw km[yamIWw.
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